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LOUISE GLUCK
LA FORCE

Made me what I am.

Gray, glued to her dream

Kitchen, among bones, among these
Dripping willows squatted to imbed

A bulb: I tend her plot. Her pride

And joy she said. I have no pride.

The lawn thins; overfed,

Her late roses gag on fertilizer past the tool
House. Now the cards are cut.

She cannot eat, she cannot take the stairs—
My life is sealed. The woman with the hound
Comes up but she will not be harmed.

I have the care of her.



